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Program Outcomes
● Cognitive benefits related to high levels of bilingualism

● Increased proficiency in the partner language

● Higher levels of cultural competence

● Stronger sense of positive ethnic identity for linguistically and 

culturally diverse students

● Augmented sense of school satisfaction

● Lower dropout rate and higher graduation rate 



Difference between 
Elementary and Secondary 
Dual Language Programs

As dual language classes expand into the middle and high school years, many issues emerge that 
require different decisions from those made for the elementary DL program.

Instruction: 

Students:

Cognitive demand

Test difficulty

More responsibilities Emotional

Peer pressureStudent preference

Isolated subjects

Complexity of curriculum



Secondary Basic Program 
Considerations

Spanish Language and Literacy 
Coursework

Academic Support & 
Advancement Opportunities Student Choice & Voice

Electives in Partner LanguageNumber of Core Offerings in the 
Partner Language Knowledgeable & Bilingual Staff

Secondary structures are much more complex than those of elementary.  This makes it 
necessary to develop a program that not only functions within its complexity, but …

thrives!

A Strong DL Elementary Feeder 
School
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Who Participates
● English Language Learners

● Heritage Speakers

● Native English Speakers



Challenges

● Materials & Course Offerings

● Masterboard Scheduling
● Recruitment

● Reflect, Restructure, & Reinvent

● Staff Buy In



Staff Buy In

Every child is a 
language learner



Course Offerings & Materials

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MaYTPFa_Tp9m89e44MJYavwgJGaghcUqf3qjrXsC4_w/edit?usp=sharing


Pathways



Recruitment



Recruitment



International 
Spanish Academies

Berkshire Elementary
New Horizons Elementary
Greenacres Elementary
Okeeheelee Middle School
Palm Springs Middle School
John I Leonard High School



Sample Schedules
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Leadership 
Changes
● Inevitable

● Need Support
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Q & A
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