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A Nation of Immigrants

Throughout our country’s history, people from around the world 
have immigrated to the United States to start a new life. 



Who are our Newcomers?

Newcomer students  
or Recently Arrived English Learners,  
asylum-seekers, immigrants, refugees, 
and migrant children who have been 
in the United States for less than 
one or two years. 

Currently, Newcomers are arriving from: 

• Ukraine
• Afghanistan 
• Haiti 
• Central America 
• Africa



Who are our Newcomers Today?

The term Newcomer includes various categories of  immigrants who are 
born outside the United States among them are:

Persons fleeing his or her country of origin
because of persecution.

Children who come into the United States
without and adult guardian.

Refugees:

Unaccompanied
Youth:



Unaccompanied Children Released to Sponsors by State

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/grant-funding/unaccompanied-children-released-sponsors-state

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/grant-funding/unaccompanied-children-released-sponsors-state


Source: Department of Health and Human Services 
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• Eager to learn

• Believe in the promise

• Diverse and Dynamic

• Resourceful and Resilient

• Feel Displaced - Need to connect

• Feel lost – Need comfort and purpose

• Yearn to belong 

Who are our newcomers?



Immigrants bring varied and extensive cultural 
assets to this nation. The United States has long 
benefited from the knowledge, innovation, and 
artistry immigrants have contributed to 
numerous fields. 

Federick 2013, Tobocman 2015



Foreign-born American Contributions to American Society 

Foreign-born Americans have won more Nobel Prizes 
than those from all the other nations combined. 

2009:     Five of the eight Nobel Prize 
winners in science were immigrants 

2013:      Six of the eight Nobel Prize 
winners in science were immigrants
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U.S. Department of Education



The Role of Schools

Schools play an important role 
in helping newcomers 
adapt and contribute 
as they integrate 
into American society. 



Review and Reflect on Transforming Perspectives

What seeds can you plant?

CHAT
… at the district level?

… at the school level?

… at the classroom level?

… at the community  level?



• Promote behavioral, cognitive, and socio-emotional student engagement

• Develop and expand vocabulary and language structures cohesively

• Scaffold content knowledge and reading comprehension

• Build student agency, confidence, and autonomy

Present effective strategies that:

Objectives



Socio-Emotional Needs: Identity

Who am I?

Where am I from?

What do I 

become?

Display a map and provide students the opportunity 
to connect and be acknowledged for who they are 
and where they came from.



Activities that meaningfully 
connect language 
and foster self awareness:

• Identifying personal, cultural
and linguistic assets

• Linking feelings values and thoughts

• Reconcile internal conflicts

Socio-Emotional Needs: Identity



Socio-Emotional Needs: Belonging

Where do I

belong?

Will I be accepted?

Do I belong 

here?

Social Buddies
• Recess 
• Lunch
• After school 

Academic Buddies
• Tutor
• Worktable 
• Strategic Partner



Socio-Emotional Needs: Agency

What can

I do?

How will I 
learn?

What am I supposed to do?

Am I doing 
this right?

Create concrete ways to 
build student’s agency 
by setting personal and 
learning goals

Making metacognitive 
reflection a habit of mind

Celebrating self as a learner



Socio-Emotional Needs: Agency

Build autonomy by assigning
tasks that can be done independently 

Developing interests and 
a sense of purpose

Opportunities to 
make choices



Review and Reflect on Socio-Emotional Needs

What seeds can we plant?

… at the district level?

… at the school level?

… at the classroom level?

… at the community  level?

CHAT
AGENCY

IDENTITY

BELONGING



Linguistic Needs

• Language and Thinking

• Primary Language as an Asset

• Language of self-advocacy

• Linguistic scaffolds



Linguistic Needs: Language and Thinking

“Cognitive functions are product of language interactions.”

• Thinking is language

• Language is thinking

Lev Vygotsky



Linguistic Needs: Primary Language as an Asset

• Using Primary Language 
intentionally and strategically to 
access meaning

• Teach students to use their  
primary language as a tool for 
connecting, comparing, and 
contextualizing information

• Create strategic language 
groups

• Provide resources in student’s 
primary language



Linguistic Needs: Language of Self-Advocacy

Personal information
• Address
• Phone number
• School of attendance

Needs and Requests

Feelings and Health

• “I need a _____.”
• “May I  _____ ?”

• “I feel _____.”
• “My ______ hurts.”

Courtesies

• Please
• Thank you



Linguistic Needs: Language Scaffolds

• Meaning and Coherence: visuals  
function forms and frames

• From visuals to word level to 
phrases to sentences

• Develop and expand vocabulary 
and language structures 
cohesively



Linguistic Needs: Language Scaffolds

• Meaning and Coherence: function forms and frames



Linguistic Needs: Language Scaffolds
From visuals, to word level, to phrases, to sentences…



Linguistic Needs:  Language Scaffolds

bench

tree

trashpath

the bench

Who goes to the park?

the trees

at the park

I see a ________.

I do not see a ________.

WORDS PHRASES SENTENCES

QUESTIONS

The grass is _______.

What can you do here?

Categorized Word Banks

What would happen if..?

People Actions Places

The students

The teachers

The children

walk

play

eat

on the path

on the grass

on the bench



Linguistic Needs: Language Scaffolds

• Visuals

• Word Level

• Sentence Level



Linguistic Needs: Language Scaffolds

• Develop and expand vocabulary and language structures cohesively



Linguistic Needs: Academic Language

the language of learning
the language for learning

Language Constructs and…



Review and Reflect on Linguistic Needs

What seeds can we plant?
CHAT

… at the district level?

… at the school level?

… at the classroom level?

… at the community  level?

LANGUAGE AND THINKING

LANGUAGE 

OF SELF-

ADVOCACY

PRIMARY 

LANGUAGE 

AS AN 
ASSET

LANGUAGE 

SCAFFOLDS

ACADEMIC LANGUAGE



Academic Access: Content Areas

• Primary Language

• Videos

• High Interest books

• Teach access strategies 

• Learning strategies 



Academic Access: Learning Strategies

Facilitate learning the language needed 
for basic functions in the classroom.

Promote autonomy.

Help students understand classroom
Routines and educational expectations.



Academic Access: Learning Strategies
Teach high leverage learning  strategies such as retelling and summarizing from a visual or graph



Academic Access: Learning Strategies

Teaching learning and reading strategies 
explicitly and in context helps
students understand: 

• The learning process

• How to approach the text

• How to make meaning

• How to take charge of their learning



Academic Access: Learning Strategies

Promoting Metacognition



Review and Reflect on Academic Access

What seeds can we plant?

CHAT

… at the district level?

… at the school level?

… at the classroom level?

… at the community  level?

CONTENT AREAS

LEARNING 

STRATEGIES



Home Connections

• Parents  and  family as funds of 
knowledge

• Home culture honored and 
respected

• Members of home included as 
part of the learning community

• Members of home included in 
learning

• Two-way communication 
facilitated



Home Connections

Build knowledge about and on student’s prior experiences



Home Connections



Review and Reflect on Home Connections

What seeds can we plant?

CHAT

… at the district level?

… at the school level?

… at the classroom level?

… at the community  level?



Community

Help build a bridge from the past to the present and a vision for the future



Community

Promote integration into local communities.
Disseminate information relating to service organizations    



Community

Establish a dynamic, multilingual, multicultural, community of learners!



Review and Reflect on Home and Community Connections

What seeds can we plant?

CHAT

… at the district level?

… at the school level?

… at the classroom level?

… at the community  level?



“Education is the most powerful way 
to help refugees rebuild their lives 

and to help them contribute
to the economic and social development 

of their host countries.” 

António de Oliveira Guterres
UN Secretary General 
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A unique and comprehensive program created for
“New Arrival” students entering Grades 3, 4, and 5.

Educator’s role and responsibility:  Critically Analyze and Discern an Effective Curriculum!

Why does this matter?



A program designed to strengthen the academic, socio-emotional, cultural, and linguistic 
potential of newcomers through engaging content knowledge and language development. 



© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

An Asset-Based Newcomer Program

Schools play 
an important role
in helping newcomers 
adapt and contribute 
as they integrate 
into American society. 

-U.S. Dept. of Education, 2016
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YOU ARE THE ARCHITECT AND THE PROTAGONIST 

Organized around 8 weekly topics

Structured engagement and peer interactions 
for academic conversation and collaboration

Daily learning routines to build confidence 

Build identity and self-reliance

Introduce students to academic norms 
and practices 

Amado Nervo



Designed for 8 Weeks that can be customized for various instructional contexts and possibilities



Flexible Pacing Guides





© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Daily student engagement in explicit 
strategies to develop language

Daily Integration of  Listening, 
Speaking, Reading and Writing

Flexible implementation models:       
- Intervention                                      
- Push-in / Pull-out Models               
- SEI / Mainstream English          
- Stand Alone Classes                                    
- Summer School



Print & Digital Resources



Instructional Resources

Student Resources

Assessment

Family Engagement Resources



A unique and comprehensive program created for
“New Arrival” students entering Grades 3, 4, and 5.

Link:

https://instantaccess.benchmarkuniverse.com

Username: hello1515
Password: hello1515

ONE MONTH INSTANT ACCESS

To get more information and access samples visit
https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/

Good Until
May 31st, 2023

https://instantaccess.benchmarkuniverse.com/
https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/


© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Asset-Based Approach

Primary
Language

Assets

Culture Family



© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

English Language Development SEL and Self-Advocacy Skills

Direct teaching of basic vocabulary Community Building

English language grammar and 
syntax in context

Teacher support for addressing 
students’ social-emotional needs

Metacognitive, cognitive, and 
social/affective strategies

Drawing on family and cultural funds 
of knowledge

Peer interaction to encourage oral 
production/practice

Practical survival skills

Newcomer-Focused Instruction



Topics that develop
oral language and 

vocabulary



© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Write-In Student Book: Week 3



Unit 3: Student Book



Apply Vocabulary

Writing

Reading

Orally



Bilingual Word Bank: Visual Scaffold 



Linguistic Needs: Language Scaffolds
From visuals, to word level, to phrases, to sentences…



Linguistic Needs:  Language Scaffolds

bench

tree

trashpath

the bench

Who goes to the park?

the trees

at the park

I see a ________.

I do not see a ________.

WORDS PHRASES SENTENCES

QUESTIONS

The grass is _______.

What can you do here?

Categorized Word Banks

What would happen if..?

People Actions Places

The students

The teachers

The children

walk

play

eat

on the path

on the grass

on the bench
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Unit 3: Student Book
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Unit 3: Student Book



© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Unit 3: Student Book



© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Unit 3: Student Book
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Unit 3: Teacher’s Guide



© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Non-Fiction Practice



© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Home-School Connection

Available in:

• Spanish

• Vietnamese

• Mandarin

• Russian

• Arabic



@BenchmarkEdu

@BenchmarkEducation

benchmarkeducation

Benchmark Education 
Company

www . b e n c hm a r k e d u c a t i o n . c om
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